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Lebanon – Transit executives, regional planners and local officials are looking for suggestions from the public on what could be a new focal point in the Upper Valley – a proposed “intermodal transportation facility” along Interstate 89.


That’s transit-speak for a regional bus terminal that might also serve as a park-and-ride for carpoolers, a place where local commuters on Advance Transit could change to another local bus route or hop on a Dartmouth Coach bus to Boston, and a facility which might possibly straddle a rail line and a bike path.


A meeting is planned for Thursday at 7 p.m. at Howe Library in Hanover, where the public may voice their ideas and concerns before an advisory committee working on the proposal.  


“This is supposed to be the kind of place where…this will be your hub, and you can get to all points from this place,” said Enfield Town Manager Steve Schneider, chairman of the advisory committee.


The planning is being spurred by a $500,000 congressional earmark won by US. Rep. Paul Hodes, D-N.H., in 2008.  The Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission has a $245,000 contract from the New Hampshire Department of Transportation to find and recommend a spot by next June, and is soliciting proposals for a consultant for the project.

Future funding would be needed to actually acquire a site.


UVLSRPC Executive Director Christine Walker said the facility is also intended to ease congestion along Interstate 89, such as during the morning rush hour in Lebanon at Route 120, and in downtown areas.  No specific sites have been identified.  “At this point we are keeping an open mind and really hoping the public is creative and presenting ideas,” she said.


Van Chesnut, the executive director of Advance Transit and a member of the advisory committee, said “the ideal spot” for the intermodal facility would be somewhere along Interstate 89 between Exit 17 in Lebanon, which includes the Route 4 corridor leading to Enfield and Canaan, and the interchange with Interstate 91 in White River Junction.


Planners are looking at existing intermodal facilities in Portsmouth, N.H., and in Concord as models, and Chesnut said a site with more than 900 parking spaces would be logical.


“This is a need that’s been recognized for quite a number of years in the Upper Valley,” he said.  “I think the interesting thing will be to see to what extant all of the different needs can be met.”


The Hodes earmark was originally sought by officials at Dartmouth Coach, which is now regularly running out of parking for its riders at its Etna Road facility in Lebanon and at an overflow lot.


“We are definitely looking forward to it,” Dartmouth Coach general manager David Fox said of the proposed intermodal facility.


The 24-member project advisory committee includes officials from the towns of Lebanon, Enfield, Hanover, and Hartford; representatives from Dartmouth College and Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center; executives from several transit agencies such as Stagecoach Transportation Services, and Connecticut River Transit; Dartmouth Coach and Greyhound/Vermont Transit; and other planning and transportation officials.
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