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Lebanon – Reluctant to accept Lebanon’s status as the preferred site for an intermodal transit hub, the City Council voted 5-3 last night to draft a letter to the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission in support of taking more time, and a more regional approach, to come up with a location and design for the proposal.

The commission is due to submit its report at the end of June.  The council’s letter would presumably help the commission obtain an extension from the state Department of Transportation.

“I do see an upside if we get it right,” said Councilor Nicole Cormen of the project.  “I guess I’m willing to try again to get it right.”

The move came after a weekend of showing designs of the project to Lebanon residents and neighbors of the proposed site, the former Densmore Brickyard, near exit 18 off Interstate 89.

The intermodal facility would be a hub for regional and local modes bus travel, such as Advance Transit and Dartmouth Coach.

At present, bus routes, rail lines, bike paths, and interstate commuter parking are not connected, except by private autos and taxis.  Residents expressed their doubts about the project’s location and benefits at a meeting held at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center last Friday.  Some said it’s too near Lebanon High School and Hanover Street Elementary School.  

Those views influenced a Saturday design session, and the ideas of restricting the terminal to local transit companies emerged from that meeting.

Assistant Mayor Scott Pauls believed that the UVLSRPC took residents’ concerns seriously.  On Saturday, planners “came back and they tried,” he said.  “You could see that they were in some disarray, but they were trying to figure out how to get back on track.”

Council members voted 6-1 in February to reject all four of the proposed sites for the intermodal facility located within city limits.  Last night, Mayor Georgia Tuttle restated her opposition to the facility’s being in Lebanon.

“I don’t think they’ve ever really taken into account what we need,” said Tuttle.  “I’m not inclined to let them start over and do the same thing again.”
However, Councilor Karen Liot Hill said: “It sounds like they are responding to feedback they are getting…This is a promising direction.”

The regional planning commission received $245,000 from the New Hampshire Department of Transportation to conduct a study on the feasibility of, and possible location for, an intermodal transit hub within the Upper Valley.  Currently, NHDOT operates such facilities in Concord, Londonderry, Portsmouth, and Salem.
