John P. Gregg, “Lebanon Chips at ‘Intermodal’ Plan,” Valley News, May 5, 2010, Pages A1 and A5.  Reprinted with permission from Valley News.

Lebanon – In the face of local opposition from Lebanon officials, regional planners may now recommend that an old brickyard along Interstate 89 near Exit 18 serve as a terminal for local commuter buses, but not as a larger facility also serving Dartmouth Coach passengers.
A design session on Saturday sponsored by the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission included a revised project layout for the Densmore Brickyard off Hanover Street where commuters on Advance Transit and other buses serving the Upper Valley could transfer routes.  But parking would be reduced at the site and would be accessible only from a truck weigh station off the interstate, not from city streets.

Planners may recommend that a separate location be found for Dartmouth Coach, the private bus company that is looking for a new facility with hundreds more parking spaces.  The company also runs buses to Boston and Logan Airport, but is also interested in serving the airport in Manchester and needs more parking for Upper Valley passengers.
Lebanon officials have expressed their opposition to bringing hundreds of motorists into the core of the Upper Valley for the so-called “intermodal” facility and also have questioned why the project would serve Dartmouth Coach, a private company.

The $245,000 study for a possible location is being conducted by the UVLSRPC on behalf of the New Hampshire Department of Transportation, and is being funded by a $500,000 congressional earmark sought by Dartmouth Coach and transit officials.

Christine Walker, the UVLSRPC executive director, said nothing has been decided but a major goal is to find a central point where various transit routes can meet for passenger transfers.

“Right now we’re just trying to figure out how to go from here.  If you look at all the current providers’ routes, it’s the place that makes the most sense,” she said of the Densmore site.

Even though the new concept would not include Dartmouth Coach and parking for its passengers, the proposal, however, would include reconnecting Hanover Street across the interstate for transit buses to use.

Lebanon City Councilor Nicole Cormen said she couldn’t support the use of the site, even under a less intensive design, because of its impacts on the neighborhood, which includes two schools.

“It does increase the traffic on Mount Support Road and all those feeder streets, and in a neighborhood that has been a dead-end street” for more than 40 years, she said of Hanover Street.  “It’s not an easy question, and it still kind of begs the question of where should the transfer point be for commuter bus lines.”

But the concept is being embraced by Lebanon resident Shawn Donovan, chairman of the UVLSRPC, who has long been active in transit issues in the Upper Valley.

“I believe there is the possibility of configuring it in a way that addresses not only the region’s concerns but also the city of Lebanon’s concerns and the neighbors’ concerns,” said Donovan, who said blanket opposition to any such facility in Lebanon is “shortsighted.”
“My position is there is a configuration that is going to work.  We need to come up with it, and the way to make this happen is to communicate intensively,” he said.  “I think this facility will have a major positive benefit for 50 years in the Upper Valley.”

The project advisory committee formed by the UVLSRPC to recommend a site next meets on May 12, though the location has yet to be determined.  The group’s report to DOT is due by the end of June.

Walker said some municipal officials have suggested her panel “look at the transportation within the entire region more holistically,” but said a further study would be needed.
