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Lebanon – A regional planning group is set to submit its report on a proposed transit hub in Lebanon by the end of June as scheduled, with a few caveats.

After a meeting of the project’s advisory committee yesterday afternoon, Christine Walker, executive director of the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission, said the commission’s report to the state will outline why the former Densmore Brickyard on Route 120 would provide the most benefits for the project, intended to link local and regional transit companies.

But Lebanon residents and city leaders are resisting the choice, Walker noted, and their sentiments will be included in the report.

“We want to make sure the Department of Transportation understood that there were considerable issues that have been raised by the city of Lebanon and others that probably will preclude this project from moving forward in the context of the original scope,” Walker said.

After nearly 30 sites around the Upper Valley were considered for the so-called intermodal facility, Densmore was selected for preference, due to its proximity to Interstate 89, as well as Dartmouth College and Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center.  It is also on the route that Dartmouth Coach buses take to Boston.

At meetings on April 30 and May 1, Densmore neighbors questioned putting the transit hub in the Route 120 corridor, already jammed with traffic, and close to Hanover Street and Lebanon High schools.  Some residents also lamented the prospect of Lebanon’s being the home to another facility, such as the municipal airport, that they felt would benefit the region more than the city.
Walker said yesterday the report would recommend that communities in the Upper Valley come together to study the region’s traffic problems and perhaps come up with their own solutions.  “What we would hope is that the region would get together and continue this conversation, and come up with a new way of resolving the transit and transportation issues,” Walker said.

On May 5, the City Council voted to compose a letter to UVLSRPC, asking it to consider seeking more time to look at other options.

Lebanon Mayor Georgia Tuttle wrote that “expanding the scope of the intermodal study to identify a functional network of suitably located component sites – rather than trying to do everything on one site, with the host municipality bearing most of the costs – would open up many more possibilities to collaborate on transportation solutions that meet local as well as regional needs.”

City Councilor Nicole Cormen, a member of the intermodal project’s advisory committee, said yesterday she was disappointed with the state’s unwillingness to revisit the scope of the project.  “I just think it’s a real missed opportunity on the part of the state to solve things in a way that’s a lot less heavy-handed than if this recommendation goes forward,” Cormen said.

The Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission received $245,000 to conduct a study of the proposed intermodal facility for NHDOT, from a $500,000 congressional earmark set aside by Rep. Paul Hodes, D-NH. 
